Debrisoquine hydroxylation in Parkinson's disease.
Debrisoquine (DBQ) metabolism was studied in 80 Parkinson's disease (PD) patients, 26 of whom had young onset Parkinson's disease (YOPD), and in 143 controls. There was no significant difference between the proportion of poor metabolisers of DBQ among YOPD patients compared either to other parkinsonians, or to controls. Nor was there a significant correlation between the age of disease onset and DBQ metabolic ratio (MR). The results do not support the suggestion that impairment of DBQ metabolism (and hence cytochrome P450) is a primary defect in YOPD. However, in comparison with controls, MR values were modestly but significantly higher in PD patients, even in those not treated with drugs known to affect DBQ metabolism.